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In this edition:

Anti-Nuclear News

Social Media - Hot
Takes

Dear Earthlife Africa Community

It's been a while, but we’re thrilled to reconnect with this
jam-packed edition of eco-justice updates for 2024.

Our anti-nuclear campaign had several highlights,
including a solidarity visit with SAFCEI and Ecodefense
to Kenya and a tour of SA, supporting local activism.
Then, after launching our legal challenge against
government’s plans for new nuclear, the Minister of
Electricity withdrew the S34 determination.

Our community-based Just Transition Dialogues
continue to empower young voices and promote a
#GenderJustTransition. There have been some
developments in the controversial Musina-Makhado SEZ
project, and communities in Eastern Cape are standing
up for their climate rights. 

Thank you for catching up with us!!! Till next time...

In Solidarity, 
Makoma Lekalakala (Director)

Just Transition
Updates

Community Action

Stop Coal News

Energy Planning
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5 Reasons to Reject
Nuclear for RE

Nuclear energy is costly, slow to
develop, and poses significant
safety, waste, and dependency
issues. In contrast, renewable
energy is faster, cheaper, safer,
and supports local job creation,
making it a more viable and
sustainable option for South
Africa's energy future.

How Safe is
Koeberg?

OPINION: In 2023, the UN urged
SA to address the lingering
effects of environmental racism
- a legacy of apartheid-era
spatial injustice still evident
today. This includes the
placement of nuclear waste
sites like Vaalputs, which
disproportionately impact Black
communities. 

Nuclear Waste
& Injustice

OPINION: Amid controversy
over extending Koeberg's
lifespan, public safety concerns
have arisen due to a 110-meter
crack and other issues. Eskom
initially withheld its safety
report, releasing it only after
public pressure and regulatory
intervention.

Civil Society Vindicated
After Legal Challenge

16 August: Minister Ramokgopa
announces the withdrawal of
the S34 determination. for new
nuclear - this is shortly after
SAFCEI & Earthlife Africa
launched its court challenge,
arguing it was unlawful and
procedurally unfair. Read more
about that challenge, here.

The Plight of
Nuclear Workers

In solidarity with its anti-nuclear
movement, eco-justice groups
from South Africa and Russia
visited Kenya to share insights
and oppose new nuclear plans.
SAFCEI, Earthlife Africa,
Ecodefense, and others met
local civil society and faith
leaders in Kilifi to support local
efforts.

Solidarity in
Kenya

Alfred Manyanyata Sepepe was
a dedicated advocate for the
human rights of South Africa’s
nuclear workers. He died this
year without receiving the
medical support he needed. His
legacy calls for systemic change
& greater transparency in our
country’s nuclear industry.

ANTI-NUCLEAR NEWS
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Sed
eget lectus felis. Nam consequat malesuada nisi, non finibus mi
cursus vel. In in ligula aliquam, dictum dolor sit amet, ultricies
ligula. Donec eu mauris et metus aliquam fermentum. Fusce
consectetur velit quis sapien pharetra, eu dictum felis tempor.
Donec eget aliquam nibh.

Women’s Seminars -
#GenderJustTransition

NEWS: Our annual Women’s
Seminars brought together 100s
of women from Limpopo,
Gauteng, and Eastern Cape.
Rooted in one fundamental
principle: a just transition to a
sustainable future is impossible
without the contributions from  
women. 

Fossil Fuels vs.
Human Rights

DOWNLOAD: Explore how
gender justice supports the Just
Transition through real-life,
South African stories.  
interconnection between gender
and climate justice, aiming to
inspire stakeholders and
decision-makers towards a
Gender-Just Transition.

Gender-Just
Transition Report

Read more

OPINION: New BRICS members
not only heighten fossil fuel
concerns but also pose
significant risks to eco-justice
activists due to poor human
rights records. Activists face
persecution in all new member
states, raising serious concerns
for climate and eco-justice.

Just Transition
Youth Dialogue

We hosted a Just Transition
Youth Dialogue in Vaal themed
“Our Land, Our Future.”, in
partnership with the Eugene
Meck Foundation, The aim is to
empower young people to
address eco-justice  challenges.
We were joined by Wozanathi
Edutainment, InTouch Youth
Development, and Palm Springs
Green.

Fossil Fuels Harm
People & Climate

OPINION: Carbon offsetting let
rich countries pay to keep
polluting while exploiting
African lands. These projects
displace local communities,
harm food security, and fail to
genuinely address the climate
crisis. Offset credits are often
unreliable, and the promised
benefits rarely reach those
affected. 

Carbon Offsets
= No Solution

OPINION: Despite the climate
crisis worsening, Africa's
political elite still embrace
fossil fuels,. They argue for the
right to develop as the West
once did, & claim oil and gas
will alleviate poverty, yet the
“resource curse” often leaves
countries worse off - the wealth
flows to corrupt elites & foreign
companies. 

JUST TRANSITION
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In February, the vibrant
communities in the Vhembe
District celebrated a significant
victory as the UN Development
Programme (UNDP) Compliance
Unit recommended the
withdrawal from the MOU with
the Musina-Makhado Special
Economic Zone (MMSEZ). 

EC Communities
Demand Accountability

OPINION: President Ramaphosa
warns that climate change
threatens South Africa’s
economy, as new climate
policies aim for a just, low-
carbon transition. However,
inconsistent energy planning
raises concerns about the path
forward.

Shambolic Planning Affects
Low-Carbon Goals

NEWS: Eastern Cape community
groups marched to demand urgent
climate action. Recent floods and
pollution have devastated local
areas and . Protesters call on
government &  industry to take
accountability. Communities need
proper disaster response, as
climate threats materialise. 

ANTI-COAL
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MMSEZ - UNDP
Withdraws

ENERGY PLANNING CLIMATE ACTION

SOCIAL MEDIA - HOT TAKES

EDUCATION

*** Click on the thumbnails...

Check out the pics... Share your comments, thoughts...
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