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Dear Earthlife Africa Community,

Time is flying toward 2030. We are just seven (7) years away from

what has been identified as a critical turning point, according to

the climate science, before global temperatures reach disastrous

levels, with impacts that cannot be backtracked. 

 

And since our economically marginalised communities are hit the

hardest by the impacts of #ClimateChange (and the

#EnergyCrisis), Earthlife Africa Johannesburg remains committed

to promoting grassroots involvement on these issues. 

 

Our premier event in August – the annual Women and Climate

Justice Seminar (in partnership with genderCCSA) – held space for

more than 100 indigenous women from Gauteng, Eastern Cape,

and Limpopo to robustly discuss their role (from challenges to

solutions) in #ClimateAction. Empowering communities to speak

and stand up for themselves, especially when it comes to

environmental and climate justice, is critical to what we do at

Earthlife Africa. 

 

I am bursting with pride at our team, both within the organisation

and our community partners, for adding value to the conversations

around these issues. And as members of Earthlife’s community-

focused groups reclaim their agency, I know we are doing

something right. Be sure to check out the articles about why

communities in Limpopo fight to protect their rich heritage from

the proposed Musina-Makhado Special Economic Zone (MMSEZ)

development, as well as thoughts about solutions to the energy

crisis (written by members of Earthlife Africa’s Grassroots for

Climate Action and the Digital Storyteller Champions initiatives). 

 

With this year’s COP just a few weeks away, citizens of the world

must demand more urgent and decisive climate action. The just

transition involves us all because climate change affects us all.

 

And on that note, I want to take a moment to celebrate a

passionate environmental activist comrade Judith Taylor – who

passed in July. And as we head into a critical time for climate

justice, let us draw strength from all the courageous environmental

defenders who are no longer with us. Hamba Kahle! 

 

With Love and Respect,

 

Makoma Lekalakala
Director, Earthlife Africa Johannesburg
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Earthlife Africa Writes Guest Blog
in The Elders Website

E a r t h l i f e  A f r i c a  N e w s

I

In this blog post, first published in (and created for)

The Elders, Earthlife Africa Director Makoma

Lekalakala writes:

Many Africans are thrilled that this year’s United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC/COP) is taking place in Africa,
with hopes that African issues will be prioritised.
But this is not the first time that COP is being held
on the continent. In fact, this is the fifth time – the
first being Nairobi Kenya, then Durban South
Africa and twice in Morocco. However, we are yet
to see a clear focus on addressing the climate
change legacy created by the industrialised
nations of the north. And while Egypt dubs this
COP as ‘Africa’s COP’, unfortunately it does not yet
look like they are hosting the COP on behalf of
Africa. These proceedings are still too dominated
by the northern countries, and, from my
perspective, negotiations do not appear to be
balanced.

Africa has, for a long time, called for climate
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justice. We are yet to see it materialise. The
issues of loss and damage particularly, have
now made it more evident that the climate
debt owed to southern countries has not been
paid. While climate financing might seem like
a sensible approach, it is not a just solution,
not while there are many strings attached.

But I am still hopeful that this COP may be
different. Maybe this so-called ‘African COP’
will acknowledge the plight of those who have
been impacted most negatively by climate
change.

Read the full post here, which includes an

introduction from Gro Harlem Brundtland, the

first woman Prime Minister of Norway, who had

this to say: “Makoma’s call for COP27 to

prioritise African issues should be heard by

everyone: she reminds us that it is industrialised

nations that have contributed most to climate

change.”

Photo: Makoma Lekalakala ahead of COP27 to be held from 6 to 18 November 2022 in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt

Photo Credit:  Earthlife Africa

https://theelders.org/
https://theelders.org/news/will-only-be-truly-african-cop-if-african-climate-crisis-issues-are-prioritised


Prioritising the improvement of South Africa’s

energy supply is key to unlocking further

economic growth and social development.

Therefore, the President’s plans to ramp-up

renewable energy and storage must be more

robust. In addition to the positive

environmental and social spin-offs, which are in

line with a just transition, this can arguably lead

to successfully addressing the energy crisis.

However, I am concerned about the President’s

talk of a single point of entry for all energy

project applications, to ensure coordination of

approval processes across government. While

cutting back on red tape, to speed up

renewable energy procurement, is good news, I

believe that relaxing local content rules sets a

worrying precedent. While it may bring new

energy online quickly, what impacts might be

expected from a scaled-back regulatory

environment? And what are the consequences

for our communities, in terms of the potential

for local ownership? It is critical that we ensure

that local content is strengthened over time, as

this is where a lot of the job creation and

economic empowerment should come from.

It’s Been Over 2 Months Since the
President’s Emergency Speech,
Yet SA’s Energy Crisis Continues to
Get Worse

O p E d  b y  B o n g a n i  k a

M t h e m b u

For a country that could be one of the world’s

fastest-growing economic hubs, South Africa’s

economic growth has slumped because of our

energy issues. As a young South African, I am

worried about the future. It has been more than

two (2) months since President Ramaphosa made

an urgent speech to address the country’s

deepening energy (and economic) crises, yet since

then, load-shedding has gotten worse and

electricity prices continue to increase to

unaffordable heights, with economically

marginalised communities already having to

choose between buying food other necessities or

electricity. And sadly, in a blow to the country’s just

energy transition efforts, it seems we will not likely

see any significant RE generation capacity added

to the grid any time soon, since many of the

proposed bids in REIPPP BW 5 have failed to reach

financial close (due to changes in input costs).

While we are seeing some movement toward the

just transition, through the work of the Presidential

Climate Change Commission, the change is not

happening fast enough. The State – through its

various departments – should be at the forefront of

pursuing the energy transition, which is our best

chance to resolve the energy crisis, while also

addressing climate change. This means supporting

more energy projects that focus on clean

technologies, by removing the cap/limits on the RE

allocation in the IRP. This is the expected change

we want to see including a clear allocation of

embedded generation and subsidization for

communities to install solar panels. Additionally,

finance solutions should be provided for renewable

energy across the value chain. Funds for this can

come from the JETP or Carbon Tax Fund. The

development of energy infrastructure must be a

result of increasing productivity and economic

activity for job opportunities in facilitating the Just
Energy Transition.
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While lifting license requirements for embedded

generation will result in increased renewable

energy uptake, without more progressive policies,

to ensure that more renewable generation projects

are socially owned, these opportunities will likely

be dominated by the private sector. If you consider

feed-in tariffs, for instance, which could be a good

economic opportunity for those grassroots

communities who are most in need, but since they

are less able to afford solar panels, this will be a

benefit almost exclusively available to the middle

and upper classes.

However, I am curious to see how this will all work,

especially considering that over the next year,

Eskom plans to increase the budget for critical

maintenance of its failing and old equipment,

when it should be extending and updating the grid

to include microgrids that allow decentralised

electricity solutions to come online, as the power

sector globally is shifting toward decentralisation.

Another point of concern is government’s push

for gas (as part of a just transition), with the

President and the Department of Mineral

Resources and Energy (DMRE) speaking quite

positively about it. However, my concern is that

this may lock communities into expensive, air

polluting, and climate change-causing gas.

However, the silver lining is that gas

procurement will only be necessary for later

years, from around 2030, buying us time to

explore other innovative technologies.

While promises are all good, the question is, will

these really be delivered? It has now been two

months, since the President created the

National Energy Crisis committee – chaired by

the Director-General (DG) in the Presidency,

with DGs from all relevant departments – but

the blackouts are worse than ever. As a young

South African, I am so disappointed with

Eskom, the DMRE, and others that have failed

before, on so many fronts. Can you blame me

for being sceptical? I’m not so sure that we

should expect a sea of change here, not unless

the President somehow manages to get his

people working together effectively, which

seems like a long shot.

In our communities, the energy crisis is all

anyone talks about. People want to know

exactly how the government plans to ensure

the successful facilitation of the Just Energy

Transition, so that it benefits the social,

environmental, and economic futures of all

South Africans. Will we see genuine

implementation of the plans to ensure that it

effectively deals with South Africa’s energy

crisis? And how will these be implemented? If

South Africa hopes to have a successful energy

transition, the people on the ground must know

where they fit in, and government must ensure

that it is in fact socially inclusive and leaves no

one behind.

This article first appeared in the Citizen:

https://www.citizen.co.za/news/opinion/energy-
crisis-grassroots-bypassed-upper-class/

Bongani ka Mthembu is a member of
Grassroots for Climate Action, a community-
driven initiative that aims to amplify
community voices on South Africa’s ‘just
transition’.
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Photo: Bongani Mthembu speaking at the Vaal Just
Transition Workshop 
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our young people fear that they will only

benefit from unskilled labour opportunities and

that Chinese companies will import labour, as

the project unfolds.

Looming Problems
A lot will change if the MMSEZ project goes

ahead. The region is already water scarce, with

supply systems prioritising the industrial sector

and suburbia, while townships spend days

without water. What impact will adding water-

intensive mining operations have on a region

where the local and district authorities are

already battling with water issues?

Communities do not have enough information

about the plans regarding water.

When a Dream Turns into a
Nightmare: Why Communities
Fight to Protect the Rich Heritage
of Musina-Makhado

O p E d  b y  J e f f r e y

F h u m u l a n i  M a j u t a

The Musina-Makhado Special Economic Zone

(MMSEZ) has been anticipated since the early

2000’s, when the local council announced plans to

develop Musina from a village into a city.

Welcomed by many, the special economic zone

(SEZ) was seen as a chance for makholwa

(emigrants) – the region’s many graduates who

were forced to find work in other provinces – to

come back home, so that their skills and talent

could benefit their own communities.

When it was finally stamped in December 2017 – by

then-Minister of Trade and Industry Dr Rob Davies –

more joy, hope, and expectations filled the hearts

of the people of Musina. But, as the project flaws

started to show, these hopes and expectations

diminish daily. People are particularly opposed to

this huge, anti-environmental metallurgical giant

project because the affected section of the

Vhembe Biosphere Reserve is home to diverse

fauna and flora, which can only be found in the

Baobab Belt. This area also holds huge cultural

significance for the local Venda people.

Consultation, neither Meaningful nor Inclusive
Local communities are dissatisfied with the

consultation processes, which thus far have not

only been inadequate but also biased, especially

since it soon became clear that the purpose of the

south-site of the MMSEZ aims to satisfy Sino-

markets, not local ones. This land has become a

particularly contentious issue.

Transparency and Information
There is no transparency from the MMSEZ and its

partners. Most events are held privately; there are

no invitations. We only hear via the community

grapevine that there was an event. Employment

promises are just as sketchy, with Limpopo

Economic Development Agency (LEDA) and the

Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) each

promising vastly different job figures ranging from

21 000 to 100 000. Due to the lack of transparency, 

Photo: Local communities in the Musina-Makhado region of
Limpopo Province  gathered at the People’s Public Eco-
Mapping Hearings and Intergenerational Conversations 

Photo Credit:  Earthlife Africa
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https://earthlife.org.za/chinas-decision-to-stop-investment-in-mmsez-is-a-triumph-for-south-african-community-and-civil-society-activists/


Weather patterns are already drastically changing

and, regardless of rains, farmers claim their

boreholes are drying up. With all this in mind, it is

implausible to believe that the proposed Musina

Dam will also cater for the poor communities,

when considering all the other activities that need

water. Where does the MMSEZ plan to source its

water?

Threatened Biodiversity
The delicate Vhembe Biosphere reserve will suffer

most, due to the changes to the environment. The

MMSEZ will negatively affect the entire food

pyramid and chain. Already, in areas next to the

town, mopane worm reproduction has decreased

to almost zero. The ecosystem will be affected by

deforestation during land clearance and residue

emissions during production, and habitats will be

destroyed, with disruptions to nature’s food banks

and life cycles. The buried mopane worm pupae

may not hatch, and the baobab pollinators might

relocate, just like the ravens that moved away, by

more than 3km. Rare species will become extinct,

and the entire heritage resource system will forever

be changed. Since the MMSEZ development will

likely occupy more than 3862 hectares of land,

what will be the impact of clearing away the

indigenous vegetation – including Mopane, Baobab

and Marula trees – for this project?

The region’s sacred sites are also threatened, and

ancestral places of worship may start to lose its

spiritual value. There is no way to quantify this loss

of (spiritual) connection between past, present and

future generations, which depend on certain

rituals. Plagues might strike the communities.

Misfortunes may come. Like most African people,

Venda people believe that harm to their sacred

sites, through development, will bring turmoil and

instability in different ways including drought,

cattle or human beings going missing, and many

more different, bad things.

Resistance and Resilience
This is why local communities continue to resist

the MMSEZ. They are dissatisfied with both the

concept of the metallurgical project and its

processes. Communities have raised objections

during the EIA processes, and then lodged an

appeal after the project got the green light by

Limpopo Economic Development, Environment

and Tourism (LEDET). It was when LEDET rejected

appeal that the environmental community

began to prepare for a legal fight against the

MMSEZ. A key issue is the obvious conflict of

interest; LEDET is both the applicant for the

project and the authority responsible for its

environmental authorisation.

This article first appeared in the Soetpansberg

Newspaper.

Jeffrey Fhumulani Majuta is Executive Director
Pepper Bark Environmental and Development
– focused on a better, cleaner environment for
all. He is also a member of Earthlife Africa’s
Grassroots for Climate Action and the Digital
Storytelling Champions groups.
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Photo: Jeffrey Fhumulani Majuta from Pepper Bark
Environmental and Development

Photo Credit:  Earthlife Africa

https://earthlife.org.za/people-against-mmsez-development-should-not-cost-us-the-earth/
https://earthlife.org.za/new-short-earthlife-africa-video-lays-bare-the-negative-impacts-of-the-musina-makhado-special-economic-zone-mmsez-ahead-of-public-hearings/
https://earthlife.org.za/earthlife-africa-reflections-from-musina-makhado-special-economic-zone-mmsez/
https://earthlife.org.za/open-letter-to-government-regarding-the-status-of-consideration-of-the-proposed-musina-makhado-special-economic-zone-mmsez/
https://earthlife.org.za/nothing-about-us-without-us-the-new-old-mantra-guiding-the-people-to-environmental-sovereignty/


More than 100 indigenous women,

representatives from various community-based

organisations (CBOs) in Gauteng, Eastern Cape

and Limpopo, attended the seminar. The aim is

to give much-needed recognition to and

provide a platform for women environmental

justice activists who are raising awareness and

educating their communities, in an effort to

protect the natural resources they rely on to

create their livelihoods.

“While South Africa may have come a long way

since the 1950s, the road to gender equality,

which is critical to a successful just transition to

a low carbon economy, remains a long and

complicated one. The mere fact that decisions

about this important issue are being made

without us, is a sign of the system change that

is needed. Too many of the decision-making

positions are occupied by men, while it is the

women who are most affected.

Xhoma adds, “The country’s transition from coal

and other fossil fuels to renewable energy is in

the hands of men, who know little about the

struggles their decisions create. The truth is,

women’s voices are constantly overlooked in

our male dominated world, especially at the

grassroots level. Yet, we are the ones

responsible for putting food on the table and

making sure that our families have clean water

and a comfortable home. Therefore, we must

have a seat at the decision-making table if we

hope to secure a sustainable and happy future.

And, based on the response from the women

who attended our seminar, it is clear that South

Africa’s women are ready to take up this

challenge.”

Makoma Lekalakala says, “In the past,

discussions about climate change were strictly

in the realm of academics and other specialists,

often men. These were people speaking on our

behalf, on issues which were already affecting

us. However, as the climate crises intensifies, we

encourage women in South Africa to take up

space and take back their power. We cannot

have others make these critical decisions on our

behalf. They do not live our reality.”

Winner of Earthlife Africa’s first-ever Woman

Activist of The Year 2022 award Zodwa

Rannyadi from Soweto Gauteng says, “It is

critical that women be allowed and 

There can be no #ClimateJustice
without #GenderJustice

P R E S S  R E L E A S E

Just as Africa Climate Week focuses on Africans

and climate action, Earthlife Africa Johannesburg

and GenderCC’s annual Women and Climate

Justice Seminar (held on Thursday & Friday 25-26

August 2022) zones-in on the fundamental need

for gender justice in the just transition. According

to Earthlife Africa Johannesburg’s Senior Programs

Officer Nomalizo Xhoma, “South Africa’s transition

to a low-carbon economy will never be just or

equitable, and it will never have the positive

impact it could have on our society, if women are

not prioritised. Traditional women, especially, hold

valuable indigenous knowledge, which seeks to

create livelihoods in partnership with the natural

environment, rather than to exploit it simply for

profit. However, these are the women who feel

ignored and dislocated from the national climate

discussion.”

Photo: Nomalizo Xhoma facilitating the Earthlife
Africa's Women's Day Event 

Photo Credit:  Earthlife Africa 

8



encouraged to participate in environmental issues.

This does not mean only taking part in workshops.

There is work to be done in our communities. Take

the lead. Bring others along with you. But also, try

to do your own research about the different issues

affecting the environment and how climate

change will impact our lives, and what we can do

to mitigate and adapt. Information is now

accessible in many different formats. Ask the young

ones to help. 

Women must play a fundamental role in the

just transition because most of the issues affect

women. If we do not have a voice, decisions

that affect us will be made by other people,

who know little-to-nothing of what we need. I

believe it would be better if we all worked

together.”

According to Mphatheleni Makaulule from

Dzomo La Mupo, a CBO in the Musina-Makhado

area in Limpopo, “As community-based

activists, we continue to educate and inform

ourselves, so that we can share what we learn

with our communities. We believe that our

communities must realise that climate change

is already having a serious impact on us. This is

the reason that every South African should be

part of the just transition. We need more of

these kinds of events in many more

communities, which give women – old and

young – a chance to speak about and discuss

these issues. They need to consider how they

are experiencing the impacts of climate change

and to come up with our own solutions, which

are suitable for the different situations people

face. When we as women come together, we

strengthen each other.”

Makaulule says, “Organizations like Earthlife

Africa serve as protection for us who are seen as

people who oppose government decisions on

mining. Yet, the majority of decision-makers in

our areas are male, traditional leaders. This type

of gathering is necessary to give women the

strength to fight and advocate for what they

believe in.”

Bulelwa Klassen from Siyanqoba Feeding

Scheme in Zwide Township says, “Women have

spent years fulfilling domestic roles and have

not been taken seriously. Being prioritized

means we must occupy bigger, more influential

spaces, especially in male-dominated sectors

like the energy sector. Now, as we try to shift

from a fossil fuel economy toward the just

transition, women must be at the forefront of

climate justice as a whole.”
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Photo: Bulelwa Klaasen leading and energizing the women
in song

Photo Credit:  Earthlife Africa 



Photo: Winner of Earthlife Africa’s first-ever Woman Activist of The Year 2022 award Zodwa Rannyadi from Soweto Gauteng

Photo Credit: Earthlife Africa



Peacebuilding During the Climate
Crises, to Protect Women and
Girls, the Silent Victims

O p E d  b y  S a b i n a

T a d e r e r a

Throughout the world, every day, the impacts of

climate change are felt and seen. South Africa is no

different. Parts of Eastern Cape are fast

approaching day zero, with many already

struggling to access water, and KwaZulu Natal

(KZN) was recently hit by unprecedented and

devastating floods, which claimed many lives and

left even more homeless. While the floods certainly

affected everyone in the region, it is the women

who suffer most because, as they deal with the

impacts of the disaster itself, women must still care

for their families. While this may not be the first

time KZN has been affected by floods, the damage

to property and loss of life has never been as

extensive.

The effects of the KZN climate disaster is very

similar to what was experienced when tropical

Cyclone Idai hit Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and

Malawi (in March 2019); it was reported as the

worst natural disaster to hit Southern Africa, in at

least two decades. In Mozambique, the cyclone left

nearly two (2) million people in need of

humanitarian assistance and protection. In

Zimbabwe and Malawi, thousands more were

killed and displaced, with those based in climate

change “hotspots” unable to return to their homes.

It was heartbreaking to hear about women walking

long distances, with children on their backs, in

search of food and other aid, many forced to sleep

in long queues, as they waited for help. Consider

for a moment that nearly eighty thousand (80 000)

of the women impacted by Cyclone Idai were

pregnant. According to a United Nations

Population Fund (UNFPA) report, it is estimated

that more than 43,000 women, located in flood-

affected areas, gave birth within six (6) months of

the disaster. One woman even delivered her baby

from a tree, since she could not access dry land.

According to further reports, after the storm was

over, the challenges grew. This included  concerns

that women and girls were being  pressured to

provide sex, in exchange for access to aid.

One year after Cyclone Idai left its trail of

destruction, it was reported that many people

continued to live in makeshift shelter, leaving

them vulnerable to future climate shocks,

across parts of Mozambique, Zimbabwe and

Malawi. Consequently, due to inadequate

climate response and a lack of support for

those affected, the disaster also resulted in an

influx of climate refugees, who are moving to

South Africa.

It is incorrectly assumed that climate change

forces people to move within their own

countries. Limited access to natural resources

and an increased threat to livelihoods in their

home countries – for instance, where drinking
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assumed that

climate change

forces people to
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border

migration.



water has become too scarce, or where crops and

livestock struggle to survive because conditions

have become too hot and dry or too cold and wet –

is the driving force for cross-border migration. The

reality is that majority of refugees, coming to South

Africa, are climate refugees.

The influx of refugees and migrants to South Africa

have caused their own problems. Some

communities experience lots of violence and

conflict, due to the increased number of migrants

settling into local communities. Some groups

promote anti-African and xenophobic hate speech,

using violence as a way of “cleaning up”

communities. Sadly, these clashes have cost people

their lives, which I believe is avoidable, if people are

better informed and educated about the climate

crises. There can be no doubt that women suffer

the most, as a result of climate change, which are

compounded by existing gender-based abuses.

As an environmental activist and peacebuilder, I

want to challenge and encourage more women to

take up space on the ground and to integrate

training programmes to better respond to both the

impacts of climate change, as well as the impacts

of violence. We must learn together, from each

other. For those in the eco- and social- justice 

 spaces, we must continue our work with

communities and encourage non-violent dialogues

that can lead to social cohesion. Community

education and empowerment  programmes 

Photo Credit:  Earthlife Africa

should serve to develop a knowledge base on

climate change issues and the effect on climate

refugees. Hopefully, this will improve social

cohesion and avoid any further violence in our

communities.

At the same time, we also need to prepare

ourselves to mitigate future impacts. The

current situation in KwaZulu Natal will no

doubt yield more issues, in the aftermath of the

floods. There have been public displays of

anger, with people wanting to lash out. Indeed,

it is human to be angry at such a situation and

as such, we should be ready to handle the

tensions that may arise. Once the immediate

needs are met, such as food and shelter, it is

critical that we quickly broaden the focus to

include interventions that also protect women

and girls from violence, in addition to

educating our communities on climate change.

Sabina Taderera is the Senior Finance Officer
at Earthlife Africa Johannesburg. She is a
peacebuilding environmental advocate,
committed to protecting the rights of women
and vulnerable children.

This opinion article was first published in the

Mail & Guardian: https://mg.co.za/opinion/2022-
08-06-inform-people-about-climate-change-
to-reduce-conflict-violence-with-migrants-in-
south-africa/
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Photo: Sabina Taderera at the Women's Day event

https://mg.co.za/opinion/2022-08-06-inform-people-about-climate-change-to-reduce-conflict-violence-with-migrants-in-south-africa/


All Efforts Will be Futile Because
We Cannot Have a Just Transition
Without Gender Inclusion

O p E d  b y  K e t s h e p a o n e

M o d i s e

Women of all ages and from different parts of

South Africa gathered at Earthlife Africa

Johannesburg and GenderCC’s annual Gender and

Just Transition Seminar. The women were singing

and chanting thought-provoking songs like “Kubi

Kubi! Weh! Siyaya! Izwe lethu, solithata nge Just

Transition!” – it was an atmosphere of bravery and

passion, coupled with a fierce desire for justice,

capable of changing South Africa’s environmental

landscape. I felt a sense of belonging.

As I soaked up this energy, I imagined that this

must be exactly what the women of 1956

envisioned the future to be, where women are not

afraid to voice their opinions – this includes having

a say on developments that could affect their

livelihoods and their environment, and even their

way of life. For those who are leading the country’s

community-based just transition consultations, are

we consulting and listening to the voices of women

who bear the brunt of the effects of climate

change? Are we considering the additional burden

women carry, who must rely on energy sources that

are harmful to their and their families’ health such

as mbaula with coal, paraffin, and firewood? As we

speak of the transition towards a low carbon

economy and energy system, we must consider the

different contexts for different women in South

Africa. What exactly do they need in their

communities?

However, since most of the just transition

consultations take place online, it is a major

concern that decisions about their energy future

are being made without their input. How will the

transition ever be just without gender-sensitive

policies, equity and inclusivity?

In a powerful presentation, MaMphatheleni

Makaule from Dzomo la Mupo said that for us to be

able to solve our environmental challenges we

must use the indigenous knowledge perspective.

She encouraged us to rely on our native knowledge

to find ways of reducing our carbon footprint. I am
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inclined to agree with MaMphatheleni, we will

never get environmental nor social justice

without looking to our indigenous knowledge

for answers. We must find those indigenous

knowledge holders and consult with them.

Photo Credit:  Earthlife Africa

We will never

get

environmental

nor social

justice without

looking to our

indigenous

knowledge for

answers. 

https://www.facebook.com/earthlifeafricajohannesburg
https://earthlife.org.za/here-is-a-round-up-of-other-stories-the-uns-climate-change-report-and-why-women-and-youth-must-be-part-of-the-just-transition/
https://earthlife.org.za/with-peoples-public-eco-mapping-hearings-locals-get-a-chance-to-decide-on-mmsez-plans/


A Just Transition is not a small concept, and while

it certainly has a lot to do with energy production

and supply, it actually involves (and will have

impact for) all sectors of our society. It is not as

simple as merely ramping up energy production.

We must consider the risk to people’s cultural

heritage and the natural environment they rely on.

How do we plan to protect those who may be

negatively impacted? We need to be very careful in

how we move. Climate change affects everybody.

So, we all must be part of the solution. There is no

room for working in silos, lest we intend to leave

people behind. The approach must be led from the

bottom-up, where people on the ground are

allowed to not only be part of the process but to

also lead in the decision-making.

Since the just transition is more than simply

addressing the pervasive energy poverty in South

Africa – it should also aim to address the high

unemployment and deepening inequality – I am

concerned about the conversations around

privatisation of renewable energy technologies.

Should we not seek to pave a workable pathway for

more projects that are socially owned? The

transition won’t be particularly just if it leads to

higher electricity prices that further marginalise

the people from low-income areas, or if it does not

seek to create equal opportunities for grassroots

communities who also have access to the same

natural resources, i.e. the sun and wind.

The highlight of the event, for me, was celebrating

the first-ever Woman Environmental Justice
Activist Award. The awards process was amazing!

To see all the nominees embracing each other, it

never felt like a competition. It was thrilling to see

the joy in everyone’s eyes as the winner,

Ntombizodwa Rannyadi from Soweto Gauteng,

nominated by her peers, took it home. What a joy it

was to see women wanting another woman’s

efforts to be recognized. And that crown – first

awarded to Earthlife Africa Director Makoma

Lekalakala, by James Delaney in collaboration with

Lizzy Ketsekile and Paara Dizamuhupe in 2020, for

her efforts in the socio-economic and

environmental activism – was so unique, it just

added to the overall excitement of the event.

Exceptional women must not only be brought to

the table but must also be encouraged to
Photo Credit:  Earthlife Africa

make their own way there, to listen with

courage and compassion and speak robustly,

shaking tables where needs be. It really was

inspiring to have women, from different walks

of life, come together and speak about what a 

 just transition means to them, in their own

language and within their own context. The

energy in the house was contagious. Women

full of zeal, ready to combat climate change,

emphasizing that everyone must be considered

as South Africa moves towards a low carbon

economy.
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Photo: Ketshepaone Modise Earthlife Africa's Energy &
Climate Change Officer

https://earthlife.org.za/people-against-mmsez-development-should-not-cost-us-the-earth/
https://earthlife.org.za/nersa-hearings-on-eskom-price-increase-requests-a-shambles/
https://earthlife.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Earthlife-Booklet-Print-Final-Double-Page.pdf


“Don’t look away! Instead,
become a community-based
social and environmental justice
activist.”

O p E d  b y  S i b o n g i l e

N d l o v u

With so many social ills affecting our communities,

non-governmental and non-profit organizations

have become the saving grace for those who need

help to survive. In many cases, these organizations

are the glue which holds communities together,

and the people who run them have, in fact,

become our communities’ unsung heroes.

My journey into activism started back in 2011, as a

volunteer homework assistant. It was here that I

became aware of all the challenges our young

learners faced, especially those who were

orphaned or neglected. In 2013, the non-profit

Asithokoze Women and Children Outreach

Organization was registered. Leaning on our own

experience of dealing with life’s challenges, our

goal was to make a positive difference by helping

those youngsters who needed support. It was not

easy and many times, as I am sure other activists

can attest, I used my own resources. But thankfully,

we were not alone. The support from within the

community, was critical – such as Tembisa West

Library, which gave us the space to execute our

programs.

Asithokoze participated in several community

outreach programs, from donating food and

clothes to young and old, to collecting sanitary

towels and distributing them to young girls in

need. And in addition to our program for

mentoring young boys (doing street soccer and

more), our longest running project (from 2014 to

2021) put several youngsters into an Information

Technology Learnership program with local

colleges in the Kempton-Ekurhuleni precinct.

Through the Tembisa Go Green Environmental

Forum, we planted trees in schools and in other

community spaces, in addition to clean-up

campaigns, in a bid to eliminate dumping sites 

 (which is a big problem in many of our

communities).
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It was during this time that I got to know

Earthlife Africa Johannesburg, who helped me

realise that my community was not alone in our

challenges. I also started to realise that poverty

(or should I say that we are economically

marginalised) was not our only challenge

because climate change – which causes

extreme weather patterns like floods and

droughts we see happening across the country

– is threatening to make our lives a whole lot

worse.

Since joining the Women Energy and Climate

Change Forum (WECCF) – consisting of women

from different community-based organizations

around Gauteng – I know more about the effect

air pollution has on our people and the

environment and I learnt about the threats to

communities, from mine dumps. Whatever I

learned, I took back to my community. In fact, I

happily share this information with anyone who

cares to listen.

Photo Credit:  Earthlife Africa

Photo: Sibongile Ndlovu at Earthlife Africa's Women's Day
event

https://earthlife.org.za/earthlife-africa-comments-on-sona/
https://earthlife.org.za/
https://earthlife.org.za/free-download-publication-neither-climate-nor-jobs-nuclear-myths-about-the-just-transition/


However, the skill that I am most proud of having

developed is the ability to engage with different

stakeholders, including government, on issues

affecting not just my community, but for the wider

civil society. This includes presenting my oral

submissions – about the devastating impacts of

unprecedented electricity price increases – at

hearings hosted by the National Energy Regulator

of South Africa (Nersa).

Now, as Earthlife Africa’s Programs Coordinator

facilitating the Just Transition campaign, I work

closely with communities around Limpopo,

Gqeberha and Gauteng to create awareness and

understanding about the climate crises and the

role of communities in the just transition. This is

both exciting and scary work. On the one hand, it is

wonderful to see people at the grassroots feel more 

included in the conversation and making their

Photo Credit:  Earthlife Africa

voices heard. However, on the other hand, the

climate crises is intensifying, and the global

response is simply not happening fast enough,

yet these are the very people who will suffer

most.

Earthlife Africa’s community-based outreach

includes popular workshops and multi-

stakeholder dialogues on the just transition and

aims to create opportunities for ordinary people

to participate in meaningful ways, on these

issues. This has not only been critical to creating

awareness about people’s environmental rights.

Involving communities is also the only way that

we will ensure to leave no-one behind. The more

the people know, the more equipped they will be

to join the journey to a just transition.
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Photo: Earthlife Africa’s Programs Coordinator facilitating Earthlife Africa's Women's Day event

https://earthlife.org.za/community-stories-without-proper-information-sharing-communities-will-struggle-to-change-their-circumstances/
https://earthlife.org.za/south-africans-call-for-more-grassroots-engagement-and-popular-education-on-just-transition-framework/
https://earthlife.org.za/earthlife-africa-goes-full-steam-on-climate-action-with-community-based-just-transition-workshops-and-discussions/
https://earthlife.org.za/community-based-just-transition-dialogues-are-a-must-citizens-want-to-be-part-of-the-journey/


 

 

Earthlife Africa is a non-profit organisation,

founded in Johannesburg, South Africa, in

1988, that seeks a better life for all people

without exploiting other people or degrading

their environment. We want to encourage

and support individuals, businesses and

industries to reduce pollution, minimise

waste and protect our natural resources.

To donate or become a member please
visit

https://earthlife.org.za/contact/#become-a-

member

Website:
https://earthlife.org.za/

 

Telephone:
 (+27) 011 339 3663

 

Email:
seccp@earthlife.org.za

 

 

Address:
87 De Korte Street

Braamfontein

Johannesburg

2000
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Photo: Group photo of al the women that attended Earthlife Africa's Women's Day Event
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