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Newsletter Foreword

W o r d s  B y  M a k o m a  L e k a l a k a l a

( E a r t h l i f e  A f r i c a  D i r e c t o r )

Dear Earthlife Africa Community
 

We are always grateful for Spring, because it brings in new life and with the dawn of this new

season there is also a sense of optimism for a brighter future. It is with this in mind that Earthlife

Africa Johannesburg continues to work hard to ensure that the opportunities – that could be

created by the just transition to renewable energy sources – are fully harnessed by all South

Africans. 

 

With October focusing on Mental Health Awareness, we must recognise the mental health

impacts of climate change, especially on our most vulnerable. Since June, Earthlife has been

engaging communities about the just transition and where they fit in. The response has been

encouraging. South Africans want to be involved. They just don’t know how or where to start. 

 

Following the UN IPCC’s damning report – which suggests that we are already way too late in

our efforts to keep temperatures below 1.5 ̊C – our government must urgently improve its efforts

to drive the just transition. South Africa is blowing through its carbon budget, and there are still

too many fossil fuel projects in the works that do not involve or consider the people nor the

environment, and definitely not climate change. 

 

In August, Earthlife joined communities from the Eastern Cape to say “No” to a nuclear site in

Thyspunt, just one of the concerning developments in the country’s nuclear energy space. Based

on the poorly organised public hearings, we know government is not committed to meaningful

engagement with the public on these issues, as required by the Constitution. Then, just as

Eskom celebrated the ‘completion’ of its controversial and over-priced Medupi, a week later the

local community of Lephalale was rocked by an explosion at the coal-fired power station. For

the women in Lephalale and beyond, Women’s Day was filled with stress and uncertainty.

 

Earthlife Africa’s Women’s Month celebrations was all about the just transition. Women joined a

spirited conversation with one of our founders – author and activist Professor Jacklyn Cock – to

talk about her journey with environmental justice in SA. The joint dialogue with Gender CC

unpacked the role of gender in the #JustTransition. This was also where we launched the Just

Transition and Climate Change Glossary. 

 

And finally, earlier this month, Earthlife Africa also started training young activists on the

science of climate change and the different pathways for decarbonisation. Our goal is to

empower local activists to engage with high-level climate/energy forums and public

participation processes that involve policy. Three activists will be selected to participate in the

COP26 side sessions to put across the local communities' views. But more on that in our

December 2021 Newsletter. Happy reading…

 

With Love and Respect, 

 

With Love and Respect, 

 

Makoma Lekalakala

Director, Earthlife Africa Johannesburg

 

Photo Credit: Earthlife Africa 
Photo: Women & Youth at Earthlife Africa's Gender and Just transition event (31 August 2021)



STORY UPDATE: “A Medupi of
Errors. How Much More Can We
Take?” – Concerned Citizens of
Lephalale

Pres s  Re lease

Just as Eskom celebrated the ‘completion’ of its

controversial and over-priced Medupi coal-fired

power station about a week ago, an explosion

rocked the local community of Lephalale in

Limpopo Province, on Sunday (8 August) night.

Community members and police initially thought it

was an earthquake since vibrations could be felt

more than 10 km away.

According to Lephalale local Elana Greyling, “For

the women in Lephalale and beyond, Women’s Day

was filled with stress and uncertainty. We have long

been concerned about the situation at Medupi,

particularly since, during the last 40 days, there has

been dramatic ash leakage at the plant. This has

resulted in even poorer air quality than usual. This

combination of factors exposes a very dangerous

and worrisome situation for our community. We are

just thankful that nobody was seriously hurt.”

A founding member of the community-based

organisation, the Concerned Citizens of Lephalale,

Greyling says, “Medupi is like a serious illness with

both chronic and acute symptoms, which will

eventually, make everyone around it sick. Already

this dud of a project is having huge negative

impacts on our community and on top of it all, just

like the Matimba power station, Medupi ignores

the energy needs of the hundreds of people living

in the informal settlement nearby. Can you believe

that there are communities that live right next to a

high-polluting power station, who do not have

access to electricity?” 

“We believe that it is time to shut this white

elephant down, before government and Eskom

pour any more public money into it. Not only is

coal dying – in less than a decade this is likely to be

a stranded asset anyway – but the deadly air it

creates for those of us unfortunate enough to live

in this once-beautiful part of the country, has

already resulted in the premature deaths of many. 

Photo:  Far away shot of Medupi Power Station 

And now, with the threat of explosions, the

stakes are even higher,” adds Greyling.

She says that the fact that Medupi exists,

without having had any real impact on energy

security – South Africans are still subject to

intermittent loadshedding – is another

indictment against this overpriced power

station. She adds, “Had Eskom instead invested

in renewable energy, using even just half of

what was spent on Medupi, South Africa would

have been able to improve citizens’ access to

affordable and reliable electricity, and we could

have been well on our way to dealing with

loadshedding, once and for all.”

Further reading: Women In Lephalale Tell of the

Harsh Reality of Living Next to Medupi ‘Gentle

Rain’.

To stay up to date with our projects and
campaigns, follow Earthlife Africa
Johannesburg on Facebook and Twitter.

Photo Credit:: Creamers Mining Weekly

https://earthlife.org.za/women-in-lephalale-tell-of-the-harsh-reality-of-living-next-to-medupi-gentle-rain/
https://www.facebook.com/earthlifeafricajohannesburg
https://twitter.com/Earthlife_JHB


Major Concerns over DMRE’s
Obsession with Nuclear Energy,
While Avoiding Renewables

P r e s s  R e l e a s e

Earthlife Africa Johannesburg and the Southern

African Faith Communities’ Environment Institute

(SAFCEI) – the two civil society organisations who

took the South African government to court over its

illegal and unconstitutional R1-trillion nuclear deal

with Russia in 2017 – are concerned at the new

push by the Department of Minister Resources and

Energy (DMRE) for more nuclear energy, while

stifling progress on renewable energy projects.

Earthlife’s Director Makoma Lekalakala says, “Based

on last week’s poorly organised public hearings,

organised by the National Nuclear Regulator’s

(NNR), it is clear that government is not committed

to meaningful engagement with the public, as

required by the Constitution. Some of the key

issues raised by communities – and in fact, by

concerned South Africans around the country –

regarding Eskom’s application for a Nuclear

Installation Site Licence (NISL) at Thyspunt in

Eastern Cape relate specifically to the lack of

meaningful participation. While public hearings are

an opportunity to better understand the

implications and potential impacts of installing a

new nuclear power station or extending the

lifespan of an old one, it seems to have become

nothing more than a box-ticking exercise.”

Lekalakala adds, “Since nuclear power plants

require huge subsidies, which will divert resources

away from other social needs, the public needs the

chance to weigh in on these huge and far-reaching

decisions. Several other valid concerns from the

public, such as the inadequate safety planning in

the event of an accident, makes thorough and

comprehensive participation incredibly important.

South Africans did not get a say in the decision to

build Koeberg, back in the 1980s but in 1994 we

said, “Never. Never. And never again.” We will

therefore continue to fight for the right to be

involved.”

SAFCEI’s Executive Director Francesca de

Gasparis says, “DMRE’s seems single-minded on

touting nuclear energy as the solution to our

energy crisis. In the past two weeks alone, we

heard of three disturbing developments. First,

there is the news that the National Energy

Regulator (Nersa) will concur with the Minister’s

Determination – section 34 of the Electricity

Regulation Act, 2006 (Act No. 4 of 2006) – to

start procurement processes for 2,500MW of

new nuclear energy generation capacity.

Secondly, Eskom is seeking a site license for

Thyspunt, the popular tourism spot of Cape of

St Francis, to become a nuclear power station

from the National Nuclear Regulator (NNR).”
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“President’s announcement to increase the

threshold of embedded generation from 1MW

to 100MW is not being taken forward elsewhere

in government, serving only as a distraction

from the big-ticket items extending and

increasing nuclear energy, which take forever to

build and are well-known to run over cost,” says

de Gasparis.

And thirdly, we also recently heard that Eskom

had signed a refurbishment deal with a U.S.

engineering firm, which will essentially extend

the lifespan of the Koeberg Nuclear Power

Plant. Again, if the reports are true, it means

that the lifespan extension of the nuclear plant

is going ahead without any due process or

public participation. As we understand it,

Eskom’s application to the NNR for a licence to

operate the Koeberg past 2024 must include

meaningful public consultation. With this in

mind, it is clear that current processes are

flawed,” she says.

“Government’s own researchers acknowledge

that renewable energy is the lowest-cost

option, and in line with global trends. Yet DMRE

seems adamant about thwarting

implementation of renewable energy. We could

install renewables now and reduce possible

energy bottlenecks in 2024, and in the process

our energy needs will be addressed in an

inclusive and equitable way. It seems that the 

Photo: Activists at Earthlife's Global Day of Action protesting
aginst nuclear

Photo Credit: Earthlife Africa



Ndidi says, “In Kouga Municipality there are a

number of wind farms already supplying

electricity to Eskom’s grid. Why then do we

want to bring nuclear, when we could rather

expand the current wind generation capacity

already existing here? This is in line with global

trends, moving to renewables, which has less

impact and is far more sustainable.”

According to Earthlife and SAFCEI, what the

government should have learnt from the 2017

court ruling is that meaningful public

participation is a cornerstone to these

processes. The NGOs say that South Africa

cannot afford to waste any more money, as a

result of the government not following its own

rules and that it is worrying that many of those

implicated in the illegal nuclear deal with

Russia, still remain in the DMRE. The

organisations made a submission to the Zondo

Commission, to this effect, in 2019.

Earthlife’s Ulrich Steenkamp adds, “There are

cheaper, safer energy options other than

nuclear energy. Renewable energy, for example,

are cheaper to build and requires less

construction time. If the aim is to solve our

loadshedding and energy crisis quickly, while

not plunging our economy into further debt,

renewables seem like a better, faster, and safer

solution to our problems. Far better than

waiting for more than a decade and spending

who knows how many millions of Rands to

build these expensive nuclear power plants.”

Below are a variety of comments from South

Africans concerned with SA’s nuclear

aspirations, particularly in respect to the

nuclear installation site license application for

Thyspunt:

Provincial Coordinator of ECEN – an

environmental justice network of community-

based organisations – Sibusiso Ndidi says about

the Thyspunt NNR hearings, “We find that these

public hearings are not held in places that are

accessible to the affected communities. Even

online, this cannot work for our people because

many do not have access to smartphones or

airtime. At the heart of the matter, it is clear

that the public’s contributions in these

decisions are not valued. Some people were

locked out of the Thyspunt hearings, it was said,

because of Covid regulations. We have been in

Covid for nearly two years now, so why are we

not taking these realities into account when

conducting public participation? This type of

hearing cannot be considered meaningful

public participation on the issue of nuclear

power at Thyspunt.”
Photo:  Ulrich Steenkamp outside the DMRE Offices  in 
 Pretoria  during the #UprootDMRE Campaign (September
2021)

Photo Credit: Earthlife Africa

https://safcei.org/nuclear-energy-procurement-problems-highlighted-in-safceis-submission-to-zondo-commission/


Lydia Petersen from the Koeberg Alert Alliance

– an NGO that has been raising concerns about

issues at Koeberg for some time now – says,

“Nuclear power is a dying industry.

Internationally, newer technologies including

solar, wind and battery storage are displacing

old technologies such as nuclear and coal.

Eskom should embrace the future, and not

cling to the past.”

Petersen says, “Eskom has a less-than-stellar

power plant maintenance track record –

consider the recent explosion at the Medupi

coal-fired power station – and I believe that the

public are justified in our concerns about the

state utility’s ability to safely run Koeberg past

its sell-by date or to initiate plans for any new

nuclear. In addition, Koeberg is a design from

the 1960s built in the 1970s. It lacks several

safety features required in all new reactors,

particularly since the hard-learned lessons from

the Fukushima nuclear disaster.”

Barend Fredericks from Knysna says, “Local

small-scale fishing communities, who depend

on the ocean for their livelihoods, are

concerned about the prospect of having a

nuclear power plant at Thyspunt. Already

electricity is too expensive for the average

South African. Not only is it a costly exercise

(and a waste of money), but it will not bring us

jobs. There is no work for uneducated people.

That is why we need the ocean. To survive.”

A fisherwoman from Knysna says she is

concerned about the impacts a nuclear plant at

Thyspunt might have on the ocean and local

marine life. She says, “Many women here rely on

the ocean to take care of their families. We

therefore do not support anything that puts the

ocean at risks. We rather want government to

invest in renewable energy sources, like wind

and solar.”

One Plettenberg Bay youth says that since he is

unemployed and struggling to find work, he

relies on the ocean for food and an income.

Why choose energy sources that could put our

natural resources at risk? We want the

government to choose better. We want

renewable energy projects, implemented at

community level so that it works for the people.

This would be much better.

Zukisa Mankabane from the Eastern Cape

Environmental Network (ECEN) in Gqeberha

attended the NNR hearing in Jeffery’s Bay. He

says that Section 24 of the Constitution is there

to protect the people from environmental

harm. “The people need development that

considers the environment and the sustainable

use of natural resources. The impact

assessment is not clear about the potential

harm (to people or the environment) that may

result from this project.”

“These public participation processes have been

far from adequate. Even during this time of

Covid and its restrictions, the EIA processes

have been going ahead. Several affected people

do not have access to participate and in many

cases people do not know what is being (or has

already been) planned.”

Anglican Archdeacon of Graaff-Reinet in the

Karoo, Dr Mark Marais ospb, was registered and

expected to speak on the second day but did

not get an opportunity to make a presentation.

He says, “As South Africa’s main electricity

service provider, Eskom must act in the best

interests of its clients. The decisions made by

service providers must be guided by the ethical

standards of clients. As South Africa is

essentially a faith-based country theological

ethics rather than secular ethics is that ethical

standard. From a theological ethics perspective,

safe energy production which can stimulate the

retention of people in rural areas is what South

Africa’s state-owned energy enterprises need to

invest in.”

Celeste Esau from the Social Justice Lay Leader

at the Cape Town Unitarians and a member of

SAFCEI was supposed to present at the NNR’s

Thyspunt hearings, but due to a power failure at

the venue, was unable to do so. They say, “As

faith leaders, it is vital that we keep engaging in

these processes on behalf of our communities.

Every faith has care of the Earth as a

foundational concept. A nuclear build flies

directly in the face of our sacred directives. Our

faiths envision a world transformed, where

humanity, in all its diversity, has developed a

shared reverence for life on Earth. This should

be the era in which conquest, extraction and

exploitation has given way to cooperation,

regeneration and community.”



If climate change is ignored, there
may be no heritage left to
celebrate

Pres s  Re lease

Heritage Month comes and goes each year, always

with much fanfare around celebrating our country’s

diverse cultures and history. Yet, many of the

government’s proposed energy solutions pose

significant risks to human life and the environment,

while ignoring customary rights and risking several

heritage sites. If not challenged, they will most

likely leave communities across the country at a

huge disadvantage.

The only hope we have of successfully addressing

the climate emergency in a way that empowers

and builds our communities without destroying our

unique and diverse cultures, is to ensure that

people are informed and have a real stake in the

just transition. That is why Earthlife Africa is on a

mission to energise women, youth and

communities towards this ideal. 

A transition to more renewable energy sources is

the only way South Africa will move to a low-

carbon economy, to meet our Paris Agreement

commitments in a way that is equitable and fair for

our society as a whole. As part of our commitment

to promote public participation in discussions

around climate change and action, Earthlife Africa

Johannesburg has initiated its #EarthlifeDialogues

to explore – along with grassroots communities in

Gauteng, Eastern Cape and Limpopo – the ways in

which the just transition can create decent work,

foster social inclusion and eradicate poverty. 

In this way, we hope to bring everyone into the fold

and ensure that all South Africans do their bit to

address the intensifying climate crises. 

We can no longer deny that humans are

responsible for climate change, and since not

enough has been done to achieve the goal of

reducing carbon emissions to keep global warming

below 1.5 ̊C, the window of opportunity to avoid

catastrophic outcomes is closing fast. Each country 

is allowed to emit a limited amount of carbo

Photo:  Fossil fuel corporations are the main culprits of
climate change

(that is, a carbon budget) that should not be

exceeded if we are to stay below the 1.5 ̊C
threshold. 

However, at the current rate of emissions (of 40

Gt of CO2 per year), South Africa will likely blow

through its carbon budget in roughly 10 years.

According to the latest report from the United

Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change, global warming is expected to hit 1.5 ̊C
‘in the early 2030s, even if we apply the best-

case mitigation effort. A new 2 ̊C goal has now

been set (which is hopefully achievable), but

this means we must cut greenhouse gas

emissions “immediately” and “substantially” by

2030.

Our goal is to help communities develop a

more thorough understanding of what a just

transition is, why it is so important – as the

world moves toward a carbon neutral future –

and what role they should play. 

Photo Credit: Daily Maverick

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement/key-aspects-of-the-paris-agreement
https://twitter.com/hashtag/earthlifedialogues
https://www.ipcc.ch/


assessments are so important – locals, especially

women, must be able to participate from an

informed position and reject any projects that

could harm them or their environments.

The Karpowerships debacle is a prime example

of how companies (and governments) ignore

the principles of a #JustTransition, by failing to

engage openly and transparently with

communities and stakeholders in affected

areas. It was also revealed that thorough

assessments of potential consequences and

ways of mitigating possible harm were not

done.

From the dialogues held in Ekurhuleni

(Tembisa), Vosloorus and Orange Farm over the

past few months – in partnership with

GenderCC – it is clear that people want to be

part of the solution… they just need to know

what to do and where they fit in.

Efforts to educate people about the causes and

impacts of climate change should be ramped

up, and we should also start mapping out the

responsibilities and actions that must be taken

by various roleplayers, from government to the

private and financial sector, to the public.

We need a clear plan of action that is easy for

citizens to understand and has tangible

outcomes that will improve people’s quality of

life.

Communities were particularly concerned

about the impact of the government’s energy

decisions on the cost of electricity and other

basic services. One community-based

organisation, which mostly works with persons

with disabilities, revealed that its centre had no

electricity because it simply could not afford it.

Electricity prices are now significantly higher

compared with a decade ago, and are

continuously rising above inflation each year.

Following Eskom’s latest price hike (which took

effect from 1 July), South Africans are paying

upwards of 13% more for their electricity, and

more increases seem inevitable.

It is usually poor communities and those who

are already marginalised who are severely

impacted by government’s decisions, yet these

are the same people who far too often, do not

get any say.

The younger participants were mostly

concerned about the country’s high

unemployment rate. Some indicated that they

want to start farming but do not have land or

space to do so. They were also unhappy about

government making decisions without public

consultation.

Under our current structures, we will never

achieve an inclusive and socially driven just

transition. This is why environmental impact 
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https://www.news24.com/fin24/companies/how-karpowership-was-torpedoed-by-substandard-environmental-studies-20210624
https://www.gendercc.org.za/


Government and private corporations should

work toward more robust and meaningful

consultation with those communities who will

be most impacted by the policies and projects

they want to implement.

Article first posted by The Daily Maverick:

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-

09-21-if-climate-change-is-ignored-there-may-

be-no-heritage-left-to-celebrate/

Now, with the 26th UN Climate Change

Conference (known as COP26) around the

corner, we must recognise that South Africa’s

Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs),

which play a key role in our climate action

efforts, are not nearly ambitious enough.

Government and business cannot ignore the

evidence any more: we need deliberate action

to address the climate crisis.

Our young people, who are part of our future,

and women (as leaders) must be involved in

decision-making. To increase food security,

women need more equitable access to land for

organic farming and to leverage their

indigenous knowledge systems’ skills. All

sectors and levels of government and society

must be included in the discussion and actions

associated with the just transition, from

education to business to the environmental

sectors.

This transition should be locally owned and

should involve everyone, and policymakers

must pay more attention to the research. It

should not only be about decentralising our

energy systems, but a complete overhaul of our

power structures. It is particularly worrying that

we do not see enough support for the potential

that women hold.

Eskom’s monopoly on electricity supply robs

citizens from having sustainable options.

People need to know that there are

alternatives. We envision that all high-impact

projects implement inclusivity, and this should

leave room for those affected to refuse projects

that cause human and/or environmental harm.

Only once there is widespread awareness, and

all citizens are recognised and considered, can

we achieve an equitable future that respects all.

Even though more communities are

empowering themselves about energy issues,

climate change and the just transition,

government buy-in and support is crucial. These

socioeconomic and environmental issues

cannot be solved by the public and non-profit

organisations alone.

Photo:  Vho Mphatheleni proudly showing of her traditionally
atttire during Earthlife Africa's strategic Week Away (August
2021)
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https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-09-21-if-climate-change-is-ignored-there-may-be-no-heritage-left-to-celebrate/
https://ukcop26.org/
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/ndcstaging/PublishedDocuments/South%20Africa%20First/South%20Africa.pdf


Photo: Activists marching to DMRE Offices in Pretoria holding a banner calling for an acceleration of climate justice action
Photo Credit: Earthlife Africa



Community activists – in
conversation with Prof. Jacklyn
Cock

E a r t h l i f e  A f r i c a  N e w s

On 23 August 2021, as part of Earthlife Africa

Johannesburg’s Women’s Month activities,

activists from various communities in Limpopo,

Gauteng and Eastern Cape were treated to a

spirited conversation with author and activist

Professor Jacklyn Cock, to celebrate her 80th

birthday. One of Earthlife Africa Johannesburg’s

founders, Prof. Cock also shared her learnings

from decades of experience of pursuing

environmental and climate justice, and the

development of the movement in South Africa.

She says, “If we bring together social and

environmental justice we could build a strong

movement for a radical and just transition to an

African eco-socialist future.”

What do you need to be happy? This may seem

like a loaded question in our capitalist society,

since it teaches us that in order to be happy, we

need to consume a lot of material goods, even

if we do not need it. It encourages people to

compete (even though we don’t need to) and

put themselves first (to satisfy the ego and

individual needs/wants), rather than satisfying

the needs of the collective (the community.)

“Capitalism is not working. This system is

destroying us and eating our souls. And the only

way to survive is if we develop a completely

different economic system, where we live

simply, producing our own supplies and sharing

with others. Our society is falling apart at the

level of social relations because we are no

longer caring and supporting each other. In a

country where it seems as though everybody is

angry or afraid or both, the best way to address

this is to start the conversation,” says Prof. Cock.

Let us consider that question again: What does

happiness mean to you? Does it mean having a

secure, comfortable home? Having a good job?

Feeling safe in your community? Being able to

put food on the table? Have access to water?

Access to quality education & other

opportunities? We all want to feel secure in this

life and that is why we need a new system

based on equality, where everyone lives simply,

lives well and where no-one is living better than

the rest.

She says, “As human beings we have a capacity

to be happy, but we must realise that we are

social creatures. To be happy, we need to

experience a sense of solidarity. However, with

capitalism, people have been manipulated into

believing that, for example, eating fast food is

somehow progress, rather than cooking a

nutritional meal at home – with produce from

your own garden, etc.”

“What apartheid did, very successfully, was

break down this sense of community

(characteristic of African peoples). Individualism

was promoted…Divide & conquer. Solidarity & a

sense of community is 1 of the biggest tools we

have against the status quo,” observed one

attendee.

The first step to changing the system is to deal

with the deficiency in leadership… We need the

#JustTransition and #ClimateJusticeNOW.
Photo: Professor Jacklyn Cock

Photo Credit:  DSI-NRF



South Africans Should Heed the
Warnings in the United Nations’
IPCC Report

Ea r th l i f e  Af r i ca  News

Southern Africa is warming at twice the global

average and is therefore considered a climate

change hotspot. It is projected that our region

will become “drastically” warmer and drier,

which will have devastating consequences,

ultimately limiting our options for adaptation.

By ignoring the climate science, we jeopardise

the #JustTransition, putting more of our people

in harm’s way and further disadvantaging our

vulnerable communities.

 The reality is, at the current rate of emissions

and the lack of success to significantly reduce it,

the initial goal to stay below 1.5 ̊C is

unattainable. According to the UN IPCC report,

global warming is expected to hit the dreaded

1.5 ̊C mark ‘in the early 2030s’, even if we apply

the best-case mitigation effort. The new goal,

which brings us ever closer to catastrophe, is

now to aim to stay below 2̊ ̊C. If we hit a 3 ̊C
global average, multi-year droughts and

heatwaves will intensify and become more

frequent. More cyclones and hurricanes are also

expected. This will collapse our maize and

cattle industries, while will also impacting on

human health and mortality. South Africa is not

prepared for such events! We MUST cut our

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions “immediately”

and “substantially” by 2030.

 South Africa only has a carbon budget of 400

Gt CO2 – the country’s contribution to keeping

global temperatures below the 1.5 ̊C threshold.

However, at our current rate of emissions (at 

The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on

Climate Change (IPCC) has released a damning

report about the state of the climate crisis and the

lack of mitigation and adaptation action, globally.

Here are a few reasons South Africans should take

note and take action to reduce global warming

and the impacts of climate change.

40Gt CO2 per year), we are likely to blow

through the budget in (about) 10 years. We

are using up our share of carbon emissions

allowed, too quickly. Since there is a clear

link between CO2 increases and

temperature rise, we must stop emitting

GHGs for temperatures to stop rising.

WATCH: UN IPCC press conference – Climate

Change 2021: the Physical Science Basis, the

Working Group I contribution to the Sixth

Assessment Report.

By now, from what the climate science has

revealed, South Africa should have been

robustly investing in renewable energy

projects, especially since – according to the

report – achieving a net-zero target is not

enough. We must implement negative

emissions. Yet, the SA government

continues to chase fossil fuel projects that

will only aggravate the situation.

Photo: "The climate is changing, so should we #ACTNOW"
sign
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Climate change is already here! We must act

now, or things will only get worse. The

drought in Gauteng, already in a major

water crisis, “is most likely” to intensify in the

next 20 years. This is the single biggest

climate change risk for South Africa (in the

near term). According to projections,

droughts that span three to six years will

become a reality, along with more frequent

and intense heatwaves. Changes

experienced in our climate systems are

“unprecedented” and if nothing is done,

some of these changes – particularly to

oceans, ice sheets & global sea levels – will

be “irreversible”. It is in our best interest not

to surpass the tipping points.

The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on

Climate Change (IPCC) is an intergovernmental

panel that was established in 1988 by United

Nations Environment Programme (UN

Environment) and the World Meteorological  

Organization (WMO). The panel provides regular

assessments of the scientific basis of climate

change, its impacts and future risks, and

options for adaptation and mitigation. Its

mandate is “to provide the world with a clear

scientific view on the current state of

knowledge in climate change and its potential

environmental and socio-economic impacts.”

The IPCC has 195 member countries.

https://www.ipcc.ch/

For more information, see this video for what

the IPCC report says about climate change

implications for Africa and South Africa:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USrlsdhucKI

This Daily Maverick article also points out 5

lessons for SA:

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-

08-16-the-ipccs-latest-assessment-report-on-

the-climate-crisis-five-take-home-messages-for-

south-africa/

Photo: image from the cover of the latest IPCC  AR6 Report released in August 2021
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Renewable Energy is People’s
Power and Women Want a Seat at
the Decision-Making Table

Ea r th l i f e  Af r i ca  News

On 31 August 2021, as part of its efforts to ensure

that grassroots communities know and understand

the issue of climate change, Earthlife Africa and

Gender CC held a women-focused dialogue to

unpack the role of gender (specifically, women) in

the #JustTransition.

Lorraine Chiponda (Africa Coal Network), Thandile

Chinyavanhu (Green Peace Africa) and Xoli Fuyani

(Earthchild Project) led an insight discussion, and

were joined by Community activists from Gauteng,

Limpopo (Musina-Makhado and Lephalale) and

Eastern Cape. Reitumetse Molotsoane (National

Business Institute) and Chantal Naidoo (Third

Generation Environmentalism) also contributed to

the conversation.

Oil, coal, and other fossil fuels are making

climate change worse. We must move to

renewable energy, now. How we operate –

our farming, ways of doing business, how we

live, etc. – these must adapt to the impact of

climate change.

We do not have the luxury of time. As we

head to COP26, we need decisive action

from government. Incremental changes, at

their own pace, will not work. Finalising SA’s

Climate Change Bill is important – not only

for setting the course for robust climate

action, but will also put us in good standing,

when dealing with international partners

and plans. How we operate – farming, do

business, etc. – must adapt to the impact of

climate change.

Not only are women a highly undervalued

resource in climate action, but the impacts

of climate change will severely affect

women.

Finalising SA’s Climate Change Bill is

important – not only for setting the course

for robust climate action, but will also put us

in good standing, when dealing with

international partners and plans.

To ensure that the country’s youth are fully

invested in climate action, we must adjust

the messaging and language used when

talking to young people on the issue of

climate change and the #JustTransition. We

must continue creating spaces where they

can share their own experiences and ideas.

Even though young people feel excluded,

there are several youngsters who are taking

up space and bring forward the voices of

young people, on the issue

Some of the key takeaways from the event

includes:

Feedback from communities:

vhoMphatheleni Makaulele from Dzomo La

Mupo from Limpopo sees the just transition as

a shift towards environmentally sustainable

societies and economy for all. But we must

ensure that the transition is well-managed if we 

Photo: Women & Youth from the Gender & Just Transition
Event 
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hope to achieve the goals of decent work, social

inclusion, and eradicating poverty in all of South

Africa. For this to happen, policy makers must

recognise science, must invest in the potential of

the women in this country and ensure that we are

part of the decision-making process.

Tshwela Tshikuwi from the Musina (Makhado)

region in Limpopo says, “I stand here as a

woman/person responsible for the future of my

children. I stand with my people against the

MMSEZ. We live from the land & have done so for

generations. We can’t stand by and watch as our

culture & sacred sites are destroyed. We live off

mopani and Marula and more. Projects like the

MMSEZ will destroy our way of life.” Pfarelo Bologo

– also from Musina – agrees and has started the

community-based organisation Pepperbark

Environmental to protect this herbal plant,

traditionally used by her people.

Elana Greyling in Lephalale says, “We no longer

need to guess what will happen with big projects, 

such as Medupi. The people of Lephalale can

tell you what price they are paying for living

next to this coal-fired power plant.” Water-

scarce area and we must go without water. But

the coal mine and power station gets water.

There is so much devastation because of

Medupi. The poor air quality affects our health.

it has also contributed to unemployment.

Medupi project has, in fact, made the economic

situation worse here.

People know what they want to do on their

land. Some want to farm, while others just want

to protect their natural environment, for its

cultural, medicinal, and historic value. They do

not want any more projects that destroy.

“I stand here as

a

woman/person

responsible for

the future of my

children. I stand

with my people

against the

MMSEZ. We live

from the land &

have done so

for generations.

We can’t stand

by and watch as

our culture &

sacred sites are

destroyed.
Photo: Tshwela Tshikuwi from the Musina (Makhado)
sharing her story at the Gender & Just Transition Event 
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Earthlife Africa is a non-profit organisation,

founded in Johannesburg, South Africa, in 1988,

that seeks a better life for all people without

exploiting other people or degrading their

environment. We want to encourage and support

individuals, businesses and industries to reduce

pollution, minimise waste and protect our natural

resources.

Website:
https://earthlife.org.za/

 

Telephone:
 (+27) 011 339 3663

 

Email:
seccp@earthlife.org.za

 

 

Address:
87 De Korte Street

Braamfontein

Johannesburg

2000
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