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Newsletter Foreword

W o r d s  B y  M a k o m a  L e k a l a k a l a

( E a r t h l i f e  A f r i c a  D i r e c t o r )

Dear Earthlife Africa Community
 

It has been another bumper year, so far. The SA government

continues to push damaging and outdated fossil fuels, all but

ignoring renewable energy, and in the process, sabotaging our

country’s response to the climate crisis and pushing electricity

prices beyond affordable, for most. And, as winter sets in and

temperatures drop, we must also still deal with load shedding.

 

Therefore, Earthlife Africa Johannesburg remains committed to

#ClimateActionNOW. Last month, we took to the streets to call out

Total SE and Standard Bank to stop investments in fossil fuels and

to #StopEACOP. And, while the pandemic restrictions allowed, we

also joined our partners to call for a #JustTransition, making our

presence felt at outside the court for the landmark #DeadlyAir case

– a fight for the right to breathe clean air.

 

We also joined our youth partners, the Climate Justice Action

Group (CJAG) in Joburg and our community partners in Lephalale

who want improved, more inclusive energy decisions, with a focus

on moving to renewable energy. The reality is, CoVid has made it

even more difficult for citizens’ to be heard and acknowledged.

 

The struggle to save Limpopo from the MMSEZ development, rages

on. In addition to an open letter to government, Earthlife Africa

commissioned a short, explainer video that lays out a myriad of

issues that will result from the MMSEZ and a telling infographic

that shows (in numbers) the risks government and the Chinese

developers expect South Africans to take.

 

This April, we also took some inspiration from our Nuclear Court

Case Victory of four years ago, while also recognizing that we

should be learning from the events of the Chernobyl disaster (31

years ago) and move away from nuclear energy altogether.

 

Together, through a partnership between Earthlife Africa and three

local organisations – Dzomo LaMupo, Mulambwane Community

Women’s League and Pepperbark Environmental – we have

developed the Intergenerational Ecological Map of Mulambwane,

the site identified for the MMSEZ. We gathered elders, adults, and

young people, through the exercise of storytelling on traditions,

cultures, and way of life, and through different generations, sharing

knowledge and experiences. The mapping is ongoing.

 

This Environment and Youth Month (June), let us keep pushing for

energy and climate justice. Also, remember to download/share our

Public Participation Guidebook, to help protect your community

and environment, as the fight for our Earth continues.

 

Photo Credit: Daily Maverick
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Limpopo is an

agriculturally-

important area,

which is already

severely water

scarce. What

impact will the

MMSEZ have

here, when one

considers that it

is estimated to

consume 250

million litres of

water per day?"

New Earthlife Africa Video Lays
Bare the Negative Impacts of the
Musina Makhado Special
Economic Zone (Mmsez) Ahead of
Public Hearings

Pres s  Re lease

From 28-30 April, the Delta Built Environment

Consultants (Delta) will host public hearings on the

Musina Makhado Special Economic Zone (MMSEZ)

– a mega-industrial development proposed to be

built in the Vhembe region of Limpopo. Many

communities, businesses and individuals in the

area and beyond are highly-concerned about the

impacts that the plant will have on their

livelihoods, health and the environment.

As part of its social and environmental advocacy

work in the region, Earthlife Africa Johannesburg

has been creating awareness of the many severe

risks such a development poses for the

communities living there. In an effort to raise

awareness and create widespread understanding

of exactly what issues this project could cause,

Earthlife commissioned the production of a short

animated video which describes the landscape the

MMSEZ will affect, more about the MMSEZ itself,

and the possible impacts for the people and the

environment in this region.

Earthlife Africa’s Director Makoma Lekalakala says

that the MMSEZ – a metallurgical cluster of highly-

polluting industrial plants and a coal fired power

station – poses a severe threat the area, which is

rich in biodiversity and ecological features as well

as places of cultural and spiritual significance to

many local people.

“Limpopo is an agriculturally-important area, which

is already severely water scarce. What impact will

the MMSEZ have here, when one considers that it is

estimated to consume 250 million litres of water

per day? We cannot deny that the destructive and

irreversible consequences of the proposed Special

Economic Zone outweigh any short-term and

unsustainable development goals,” says Lekalakala.

Photo:  screenshot from the new animated video created by
Claire Rousell describing just how damaging the proposed 
 Musina Makhado Special Economic Zone (MMSEZ) will be
on communities living there

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UgBELubOEdM


“We encourage South Africans to get involved

because the MMSEZ does not only affect people

in Limpopo, it ultimately affects us all. Our

video also provides information on how to

participate and connect with efforts to help

ensure that the development is sustainable,

and that resources are carefully managed for

current and future generations,” she concludes.

Earthlife also created a Public Participation

Handbook – guided by the Constitution, the

National Environmental Management Act

(NEMA) and the Mineral and Petroleum

Resources Development Act (MPRDA), as well

as other relevant laws – to make clear which

legislation and laws apply to protecting the

environment, as well as identifying the role-

players involved in environmental

management. The aim of these tools are to

ensure that communities around the country

are equipped to stand up for their rights and

the rights of the environments they depend on.

Follow Earthlife Africa Johannesburg on

Facebook and Twitter. 

Also connect with SOLVE – Save Our Limpopo
Valley Environment on Facebook.

#SaveOurLimpopoValley

Download/Share the MMSEZ infographic which

provides a snapshot of some of the negative

impacts of this proposed development.

Participate, register as an Interested and

Affected Party with Delta Built Environment

Consultants: www.deltabec.com/eia-musina-

makhado-special-economic-zone or email:

sez@deltabec.com.

According to Earthlife’s Coal Campaigner Thabo

Sibeko says, “It is estimated that the proposed

MMSEZ will see more than 100 000 protected

indigenous trees removed. This is concerning when

we consider that the project will emit 34 million

tons of greenhouse gases per year, as a result of the

15 000 tons of coal burn per day at the power

station. And, what will happen to the 115 tons of

hazardous and industrial waste that will be

produced every day?”

“As it is, the South African government is unable

(maybe even unwilling) to curb its deadly air

pollution. We therefore cannot allow the MMSEZ to

go ahead because it will likely exceed national air

quality limits by releasing dangerous air pollutants

such as sulphur dioxide and nitrogen dioxide,

causing more damage to the environment,

compounding climate change, all the while

harming our people. On top of this, the country’s

climate change commitments should be another

key reason to reject the MMSEZ. Already South

Africa is the twelfth-highest carbon emitter in the

world,” says Sibeko.

Lekalakala says, “Since Earthlife is an organisation

that is focused on socio-economic and

environmental justice, we support and promote the

principle that affected people should be able to

exercise free, prior and informed consent on

projects that could harm them and jeopardise their

livelihoods. We also strongly believe that these

people should have accurate and comprehensive

information in order to make their own choices on

whether to oppose or support this development.”

The country’s

climate change

commitments

should be

another key

reason to reject

the MMSEZ." 

https://earthlife.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Earthlife-Booklet-Print-Final-Double-Page.pdf
https://web.facebook.com/earthlifeafricajohannesburg?_rdc=1&_rdr
https://twitter.com/Earthlife_JHB
https://www.facebook.com/groups/274439892602335
https://earthlife.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Musina-Makhado-Special-Economic-Zone-MMSEZ-Negative-Impacts-Infographic-1.pdf
http://www.deltabec.com/eia-musina-makhado-special-economic-zone
mailto:sez@deltabec.com


Four Years on, Have We Learnt the
Lessons from the Court Ruling on
the Illegal R1-Trillion Nuke Deal?

P r e s s  R e l e a s e

Today is exactly four years since South Africa was

spared from the unlawful R1-trillion nuclear deal.

This journey – which started back in 1988 already,

with Earthlife Africa taking the role of alert

watchdogs against dodgy nuclear energy dealings –

ultimately led the socio-environmental justice

organisation to uncover the secret agreement

between South Africa and Russia, in 2014. This

agreement would have had devastating economic

and environmental implications for South Africa,

with many economists warning that it could

bankrupt our already-struggling country.

Together with Liziwe McDaid and the Southern

African Faith Communities’ Environment Institute

(SAFCEI – a multi-faith environmental

organization), Makoma Lekalakala and Earthlife

Africa mobilized their networks around the

country, to inform South Africans about all the

problems with the deal, as well as educating

citizens on the dangers of nuclear as a source of

energy.

“It is so poignant that our court victory in the

nuclear case falls on the same anniversary as the

Chernobyl disaster,” says Earthlife’s Director

Makoma Lekalakala. “So many lives were ruined by

this disaster, as a result of the dangers of nuclear

energy. Our hope is that the South African

government takes heed of the lessons of this day

and abandon its nuclear aspirations, or at least give

South Africans the opportunity to decide, provided

they are armed with all the information.”

In addition to being an economic issue, the illegal

R1-trillion nuclear deal was also challenged on the

grounds that it was unconstitutional, since it had

been kept secret and bypassed the required legal

processes that is without public consultation or

parliamentary debate. The campaign travelled

around the country. Communities had to know the

financial risks, as well as the environmental and

human health impacts of the project.

“Still today, government is not transparent

regarding its nuclear dealings and there

remains a need for more meaningful public

participation around the issues of nuclear

energy. In our work with communities, many

are calling for a just transition to socially-owned

renewable energy sources. People want to

move away from this centralised energy supply

model, which keeps electricity prices

increasing,” she says.

In this Sound Africa Think African podcast, we

hear some intimate details of how the court

battle unfolded from Earthlife’s Director

Makoma Lekalakala. She also unpacks the R1-

trillion question: Is nuclear a sustainable and

safe answer to power generation in Africa?

Still want more? See this release from our

partner against nuclear energy, secret deals and

unethical governance, SAFCEI.

Follow Earthlife Africa Johannesburg on

Facebook and Twitter.

See more in this media release:

https://safcei.org/important-lessons-remain-
from-landmark-south-african-nuclear-court-
case-four-years-on/

Photo:  From the Global Day of Action (GDA) March 2020 activists
display a banner calling for the respect of all life

Photo Credit: Earthlife Africa

https://soundcloud.com/soundafrica/think-african-episode-2?fbclid=IwAR15rcr-m24gx_WlipAmgCHv16ScdsegdWpILDZhwhIDUpawxhlDvIP7heesA
https://safcei.org/important-lessons-remain-from-landmark-south-african-nuclear-court-case-four-years-on/
https://www.facebook.com/earthlifeafricajohannesburg
https://twitter.com/Earthlife_JHB
https://safcei.org/important-lessons-remain-from-landmark-south-african-nuclear-court-case-four-years-on/


“Standard Bank and Total, Stop
Killing Africans with Fossil Fuels”
– Civil Society

P r e s s  R e l e a s e

In anticipation of Standard Bank’s Annual General

Meeting (AGM) vote on 27 May, Earthlife Africa

Johannesburg and a large contingent of concerned

citizens gathered outside the bank’s Head Office in

Johannesburg to demand that shareholders call for

an end to fossil fuel investments. The

environmental justice organisation also called on

shareholders of Total SE, which had its AGM the

following day (on Friday 28 May), to be vigilant and

see the oil giant’s climate plan for what it is, a

sham.

Earthlife’s Coal Campaigner Thabo Sibeko says,

“We, the ones who must breathe polluted air and

live in ruined environments, are calling for an end

to investments in dirty fossil fuel industries. 

Africans are suffering because of government

and corporate greed. South Africa, for example,

is infested with coal mines that devastate our

natural environment and problematic coal-fired

power stations – currently that are causing

irreparable harm to our people’s health and

livelihoods, as well as the environment. And yet,

we still sit with load shedding and unaffordable

electricity prices, not to mention the corruption

allegations surrounding Kusile.”

Sibeko says that the organisation and the

communities it works with will continue to raise

awareness about the dangers of fossil fuels,

such as coal, oil, and gas because people need

to know that these bad choices are harming

them and ruining their future.

Sibeko says, “We are now even more committed

than ever, following the recent news that a

Dutch court ordered Royal Dutch Shell to

dramatically slash its CO2 emissions by 45% by

2030 from 2019 levels. And, as a result of

investor activism, at least two pro-fossil fuels

Exxon directors have been removed. We are

fighting the good fight and will continue to do

so until we have the sustainable energy future

that we deserve and need.”

According to Earthlife’s Climate Justice

Campaigner Ulrich Steenkamp, “In its recently

released roadmap, the International Energy

Agency (IEA)’s also shattered any delusions for

new fossil fuel extraction. The IEA was clear that

oil and gas projects are not aligned with the

Paris Agreement. Therefore, any reasonable

person will agree, we need to be moving

towards a renewable energy future. Not only is

it cleaner and cheaper, but it is also socially-

inclusive and able to also have a positive

impact on the issues of inequality and poverty

that we face in this country.”

“While we know that we still have a long way to

go on the road to a just energy future, these

historic developments at Shell and Exxon are a

great boost for climate activism around the

world and here in South Africa. Citizens just

need to be more informed and educated about

our rights, so that we are united in our fight

against these greedy tyrants who seem to have

more interest in making money than they do in

growing the country in a positive way.”Photo: Activists outside Standard Bank pleading for an end 
 fossil fuel financing (May 2021)

Photo Credit: Earthlife Africa

https://www.iea.org/reports/net-zero-by-2050


Earthlife’s Digital Storytelling
Champions, a Way of Making
Environmental Justice a Priority

Ea r th l i f e  Af r i ca  News

While the ‘new normal’, brought on by the

pandemic, has been a shock to the system,

Earthlife Africa Johannesburg quickly adapted its

approach, successfully taking much of its

engagement online. This led to the inception of its

project, Online Digital Storytelling Workshop for

Grassroots Energy and Climate Change Activists –

targeting grassroots activists, community-based

organisations (CBOs) and communities in general.

In a bid to keep grassroots engagement alive and

interactive – particularly since it often relies on

more personal communications – participants were

asked to try and visually capture moments and

images that show the issues they face. Issues which

the wider public is usually not aware of.

We hope that by sharing our energy and

climate change stories, here and with the

global society, we are better able to not only

educate communities about the climate justice

movement but also their role in the

#JustTransition, that must happen.

Digital storytelling has become such a crucial

skill, especially in the current situation, as a way

to amplify the ‘unheard’ voices of communities

affected by different issues. There are now so

many platforms where communities can tell

their stories and share their experiences, while

also learning from others.

Here two of our Digital Storytellers share their

experience:

Nompelo Honi from PE says, “What I have

learned from being a champion is how to take

pictures using different contrasts and angles,

and I have also learned how to take certain

pictures in different environmental aspects.”

“It was great to better understand how to work

with my community and how to communicate

with them, when taking their pictures because I

also had to consider their views and how a

certain environmental issue is affecting their

livelihoods. Recently, I have learnt how to utilize

my social media in voicing out the issues of the

community, to certain participants around our

metro,” says Honi.

Thanduxolo Makeleni from Zwide says, “Being

an Earthlife Africa digital champion was a

difficult task, at first. I did not know what to do

nor what to expect. It was nerve-wracking, I

won’t lie. It was hard to learn some of the basics

of Zoom meetings because in this setting it was

so easy to say that you understand something

although you do not. However, it was dealing

with the community members – who were all

struggling under this pandemic – which was the

hardest part of them all.

But never mind the challenges because I have

learned how to take pictures in different angles,

and which settings I can use to get the best

image. I also learnt that your pictures must tell

a story. This helped me to improve some of my

technical abilities to be a photographer in

future.”

Photo: Thanduxolo Makeleni "Situation right now in Zwide,
one of the funeral parlour is burning down “shweme and
shweme ”  (28 March 2021 in Gqeberha)



Photo: Protestors outside Pretoria High Court holding placards that display their right to breathe clean air ( May 2021) 
Photo Credit: Earthlife Africa



Earth Day/Month: SA Youth Picket
in Johannesburg

Ea r th l i f e  Af r i ca  News

On Earth Day 2021, the Climate Justice Action

Group (CJAG) held a picket demonstration outside

Gauteng’s Department of Agriculture and Rural

Development (GDARD) to call attention to the

ongoing socio-environmental injustices that

continue in South Africa. CJAG is a youth-based

group facilitated by driven by Earthlife Africa

Johannesburg to promote awareness of climate

justice issues among SA youth.

According to Earthlife’s Ulrich Steenkamp, “Earth

Day marks the start and unification of the global

environmental justice movement, and this year’s

theme is Restore our Earth. This is why we went to

GDARD. It is the department that is not only

involved in developing the rural areas but also has

an input in the environmental affairs of the

province. As youth, we want GDARD to know that

we are environmentally conscious and that they

should develop the rural areas in a manner that is

not harmful to our health and wellbeing, nor that

of our environment.”

“Even as we celebrate South Africa’s Freedom Day,

the anniversary of our first free and fair democratic

elections, the SA government must bear in mind

that the youth of this country also want to be free

from the pollutants of the past. We must move

away from destructive fossil fuels, which do not

empower the youth and do very little to improve

the lives of the people of this country. We need a

just transition to renewable energy sources that are

socially-owned. This will be the true ‘game changer’

for the economy of our energy sector,” says

Steenkamp.

He says, “The most important reason for the picket

was to have our first action as the Climate Justice

Action Group. We chose Earth Day to highlight the

plight of the youth in the rural and under-

developed areas. Young people in South Africa are

concerned that decision-makers are destroying the 

The SA

government

must bear in

mind that the

youth of this

country also

want to be free

from the

pollutants of

the past."

Photo:  ELA's Jabulani Mtsweni leading the youth
demonstration outside GDARD  (Earthday -  22 April 2021)

Photo Credit: Earthlife Africa



GDARD is

supposed to be

involved in the

plans to

develop the

country. They

cannot, in good

conscience,

continue with

projects that

only exacerbate

deadly air

pollution in

these parts of

the country."

persisting #DeadlyAir also affects the rest of the

country.”

“GDARD is supposed to be involved in the plans

to develop the country. They cannot, in good

conscience, continue with projects that only

exacerbate deadly air pollution in these parts of

the country. So many South Africans have

already suffer as a result of the #DeadlyAir the

government expects its people to breathe. The

country’s youth not only need better, more

sustainable opportunities. We also need to be

healthy enough to make the most of these

opportunities,” concludes Steenkamp.

Earth, with little regard for the price future

generations will need to pay to restore it and

ultimately robbing them of opportunities for

meaningful and sustainable employment.”

Ayanda Bobotyane from Alexandra says, “We are

young people who are still growing. We still

need the Earth. When GDARD does its planning,

they need to think about the futures of all the

young people in this province. That is why we

are picketing here today.”

Steenkamp says that the country’s deteriorating

air quality – as a result of coal-fired power

stations and coal mining – is another burning

concern for the youth of South Africa. He says,

“The increase in air pollution and the health

and environmental problems they cause, do not

only affect the people in Mpumalanga Province.

It also immediately affects parts of Gauteng,

especially in the East Rand. Communities in

Ekhuruleni, Witbank, Springs, and Benoni are all

affected. And, while it may be less obvious, this 

Photo: Youth protesting that coal is deadly (At Pretoria high
court May 2021)

Photo Credit: Earthlife Africa



Residents of Lephalale take to the  
Street – “There is Life After Coal.
Stop Killing Us!”

Ea r th l i f e  Af r i ca  News

In the early hours of 13 May, just before the crack of

dawn, Earthlife Africa (Johannesburg) joined

residents of Lephalale in Limpopo in a small

demonstration to create awareness of the threats

from coal, and the impact this fossil fuel is having

on communities in the area.

Lephalale residents say, “We are very concerned

about the coal industries in our region and how it

affects us. Coal plays a major role in the

intensifying climate crisis and this directly affects

the future of the people of Lephalale and “life as we

know it”. This is why we stood at the Exxaro

Marapong crossing to call on Minister Gwede

Mantashe stop choosing coal, which not only

destroys our environment but also kills fellow

South Africans!”

According to Earthlife’s Coal Campaigner Thabo

Sibeko, “The minister is supposed to deliver the

country’s energy budget speech, next week. We

hope to see the phasing out of destructive coal

mining and coal-fired power stations, which are

major contributors to climate change. If South

Africa continues to chase coal, we will only see

the extreme weather events like floods,

droughts and rising temperatures get worse.

Consider the recent drought and the impact of

Cyclone Eloise, which hit Mozambique earlier

this year, and you will realise that the people of

Limpopo, Mpumalanga and surrounding areas

are already severely affected by climate

change.”

According to Earthlife’s Elana Greyling,

“Lephalale is home to the Grootegeluk mine

(Exxaro) and Eskom’s Matimba and Medupi

power stations. People of Marapong literally live

in the shadow of the power station and

downwind of the mine’s ash dumps. The

impacts to Marapong, and the whole of

Lephalale, are very real. Apart from pollution,

Lephalale bears testament to the transition,

when a major project like the construction of

Medupi comes to an end. People now have

even less jobs than before the project began.”

Lephalale resident Ntate Lesetja Molokomme

says, “People are blinded by promises to the

short sightedness of these industries because

we are desperate for jobs. Even as far up as the

traditional leaders, people lack the knowledge

to know that the promise of jobs and money

will kill their people and their planet.”

Another local from Women of Change, Lucy

Duba says, “Daily, women are the ones who face

the effects of climate change. We must provide

food, water and a home. We are the ones who

must find the energy to heat our water, cook

food and so on. We feel the impacts of climate

change every day.”

Another local from Women of Change, Lucy

Duba says, “Daily, women are the ones who face

the effects of climate change. We must provide

food, water and a home. We are the ones who

must find the energy to heat our water, cook

food and so on. We feel the impacts of climate

change every day.”

Photo: A young woman from Lephalale out at the break of
dawn, opposite Medupi power station, holding a placard
that says 'coal kills our water'  (May 2021)

Photo Credit: Earthlife Africa



The time for the

just transition

to socially-

inclusive

renewable

energy has

come. This type

of

decentralised

energy system

has a better

chance of

empowering our

people. Our

leaders, who

seem to be

stuck in a fossil

fuel past, must

realise that

their decisions

must be for the

good of all

South Africans,

even for future

generations."

He says, “The time for the just transition to

socially-inclusive renewable energy has come.

This type of decentralised energy system has a

better chance of empowering our people. Our

leaders, who seem to be stuck in a fossil fuel

past, must realise that their decisions must be

for the good of all South Africans, even for

future generations. The Musina-Makhado

Special Economic Zone (MMSEZ) is another

mega-polluting coal project being proposed,

which will only make things worse in this

province. South Africa must end its

dependence on coal, it is killing our future,”

concludes Sibeko.

Follow Earthlife Africa Johannesburg on

Facebook and Twitter.

Photo:  More residents of Lephalale residents holding up
signs on the threats of coal

Photo Credit: Earthlife Africa

https://www.facebook.com/earthlifeafricajohannesburg
https://twitter.com/Earthlife_JHB


Sustainable Faith and Livelihoods:
The Need to Promote Freedom of
Religion or Belief in Development

Ea r th l i f e  Af r i ca  News

Freedom of Religion or Belief (FoRB) is a

fundamental human right. It underlies peaceful,

stable, and inclusive societies – where people and

communities feel fulfilled and connected to their

cultures. As such, the presence of coal mining and

the construction of power stations in Lephalale in

Limpopo Province continues to negatively impact

this right. Not only are communities unable to

access water but they are also prevented from

carrying out their beliefs, since they are unable to

access ancestral graves. These threats and the

related issues, formed the focus of the study.

WATCH this short film to get a better sense of the

issues covered: Mapping the Sacred: Voices from

the Waterberg

Through its interaction with affected communities

– in Lephalale and wider Limpopo Province – and in

collaboration with the Coalition for Religious

Equality and Inclusive Development, Earthlife

Africa Johannesburg and Southern African Faith

Communities’ Environment Institute decided to

investigate.

The goal was to develop a case study report

accompanied by a short documentary film that

highlights the importance of FoRB in development

and identifies the ways that coal-mining projects

impact these rights. As a result of their ongoing

education and advocacy work with communities

affected by energy decisions in the country,

Earthlife Africa and SAFCEI are well positioned to

undertake this study.

This collaboration creates a unique entry point in

advancing the plight of coal-affected communities

and move toward more ‘religion-aware’ thinking in

the face of the national #JustTransition that needs

to happen. At this critical moment, as the world

attempts to transition to a more just and

sustainable economy, South Africa must recognise

and prioritise FoRB as a human right on par with 

other rights. In this light, religion is understood

as a system of knowledge, practice, and human

agency that can make a meaningful

contribution to the emergence of a global

citizens’ movement.

The value of documenting and analysing the

possible impacts of coal developments, on faith

communities, is critical to the broader study of

religion, and its intersections with race, class,

and socio-economic issues. This allows us to

better understand concepts such as political

agency or freedom. We also get to dig deeper

into the questions around how agency is

imagined and who gets to imagine political

agency, in the context of FoRB.

Moreover, this study questions who decides

what kind of beliefs deserve state protection.

This research, therefore, is an effort to drive real

change in our economy-energy-environment

space – while considering FoRB. This is

particularly important now, as the world seeks

to phase out fossil fuels and to meet the

nationally determined contributions that were

agreed between 194 countries in the Paris

Agreement in 2015.

Photo:  A snapshot of Medupi power station taken during
the initial phase of the research study (March 2020)

Photo Credit: Earthlife Africa

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VC6bQE5Z2P4
https://www.ids.ac.uk/programme-and-centre/creid/
https://earthlife.org.za/
https://safcei.org/


The learnings and findings from our case study

recognise how faith or faith communities can

strengthen social and economic capital. As a result,

a key opportunity we see emerging from this

research, would be to explore the potential for

more ‘religion-aware’ or inclusive development that

integrates FoRB in the national #JustTransition.

This transition has been identified by the global

labour movement as an emerging platform and

tool that informs future development in the

country.

Here is an excerpt from the blog post shared by our

partners the Institute of Development Studies (IDS):

Earthlife Africa and SAFCEI’s research paper, which

will be published in a forthcoming CREID book,

situates the importance of land and its sacred ties

for belief and spiritual practices, building evidence

towards the under-researched intersectionality of

the environment and FoRB for marginalised

cultural and religious minorities in South Africa. In

the case of the coal developments in Lephalale, the

environmental impacts also amount to FoRB

violations, and the energy giants Eskom and Exxaro

are directly culpable.

This blog draws on the paper ‘Sustainable Faith

and Livelihoods: Promoting Freedom of Religion or

Belief in Development’, written by Rifqah Tifloen of

Earthlife Africa and Matome Makgoba of SAFCEI,

which will be published as part of the forthcoming

CREID collection ‘What about us?: Global

perspectives on redressing religious inequalities’, a

compilation of pioneering case studies and

analyses of FoRB in practice by practitioners,

researchers and activists across three continents.

 Click this link for more…

This blog draws on the paper ‘Sustainable Faith
and Livelihoods: Promoting Freedom of Religion or
Belief in Development’, written by Rifqah Tifloen of
Earthlife Africa and Matome Makgoba of SAFCEI,
which will be published as part of the forthcoming
CREID collection ‘What about us?: Global
perspectives on redressing religious inequalities’, a
compilation of pioneering case studies and
analyses of FoRB in practice by practitioners,
researchers and activists across three continents.

 Click this link for more…

Photo:  Lephalale Residents about to view the CREID
documentary they partook in early 2020  (May 2021)

Photo: A man from Lephalale posing his question after the
screening of the documentary

Photo Credit: Earthlife Africa
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https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/sacred-spaces-coal-and-climate-change-a-view-from-south-africa/
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinions/sacred-spaces-coal-and-climate-change-a-view-from-south-africa/


World Bank, Time to Wave
Goodbye to Fossils and Rather
Invest in Renewables

Ea r th l i f e  Af r i ca  News

In early May – ahead of a discussion around the

World Bank’s engagement on the African continent

to support borrowing countries’ energy sectors –

Earthlife Africa Johannesburg and dozens of

organisations concerned about the climate crisis,

called on its Executive Directors to stop investing in

fossil fuels.

Rather than putting more funds in harmful fossil

fuels, the World Bank must scale up investments in

decentralized renewable energy and expand

finance to ensure more access to energy that come

from clean source and driving the efforts for “a

much wider ‘just recovery’ from the COVID-19 crisis,

that can serve as a bridge to a ‘just transition’ to a

zero-carbon future, more generally.”

Read the Civil Society letter to the World Bank on

Africa Energy Strategy here.

Photo:  The world keeps pumping out more greenhouse
gases every year , and this poses as an existential threat

 The Bank must

cease investing

in fossil fuels,

scale up

investments in

decentralized

renewable

energy, and

expand finance

for energy

access..." 

https://earthlife.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Africa-Energy-Approach-paper_final.pdf
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